to you since Mal 0me; nowever, we
card was not mailed. You now have
proof you are 8 member of the orga-
nization. ;

Cult Leade

Editor's Note: Con man or saint?
Parents and law enforcement of-
ficials follow the purzling trail of
Donald DeGraal and the more
than 30 Grand Rapids teenagers
in his cult. Third in a saries.

Storles By Mary Kramer
And Joan Verdon

Dick Steele remembers Donald

) DeGraaf as the one who gol away.

3

'-h.ﬂ‘_ )

*1 tried us hard as anybody to get
that guy,” says Steele, a former
Grand Rapids police officer who In

fa case
nst the young preacier who had
teen-

“convinced dozens of local

took pletures through the windows the sheriff's department.

of the bus.

Graaf was using religion to collect
thousands of tax-free dollars that he
gpent himsell.
DeGraaf has never been arresied
or charged with any criminal viola-
tions. But police officers continue to
investigate him In every stale his

urnn.lnuun moves fhrough.
e religious movement started
by DeGraaf in Grand Rapids in 19628

has atiracted the attention of police
officers from Florida to New Mexi-

co.

But in almost every case, the In-
vestigations ended at the doorsiep
of the Internal Revenue Service.
Many of the police officers inter-

~yiewed sajd they turned their files

over to the [RS in hopes federal in-
would find the group

rel group.
m“ﬁg-un Iaterviewed by
The Press would not reveal whether
DeGraaf is being or ever was laves-

= .“They had been advised by depu-
Superinténdent Joseph Giamaiva  ties to stay outl of the way ai least

committee would consider the im-

See Schoals, Page 2A

r Was Always a Stép or Two Ahead of the Law
: o A
THE QROUD:

Salvation or Slavery ?

tigated by the lax service.

Dozens of angry parents as well
as a former member who filed a
$400,000 lawsult against DeGraaf
and his top discipies also have been
stymied In their efforts to stop
Grand Rapilds’ home-grown cult.

Several officers |n out-of-state po-
lice departments told The Press the
FBI is walching DeGraal and his
disciples. But-Robert Duhadway, a
Iocal FEI says it Is unlikely
the FBI wouid be investigating De-
Graaf. :

the Almost to & man, they
told The they believed De-
“We buy 5020 W, River
Drive. §1.75 . 363-3891 Adv.

Wanted: Scrap gold, class rings
diamonds, sflver, rare coins. Top
"prices. Disselkoens Lid. §42-2000
yen dally 109, Wed-Sal 10-5 Adv.

Paclea Livin' Reom booking par-
ties for Holidays 538-2380 Adv.

" Sketch Book of Michigan By Wei-

denaar. A ph Party Thurs 7-8
B::cr Book House Breton Vil-
v

T

Solar Heating, Schaalsma Heatlng

Free Estimates. 458-7304. Come see

s ar the Energy Expo. Adv.
spd b sniimi

SALE-Tacos & Reg. Tostadas only

d8¢ ealOct only.Taco Boy 3475
Plainfield NE & 4608 5 Div Adv

“Only in America could Shme-
thing like this happen — good or
bad — but that's the way It 15 he
says. “We ran into some of the same
things as these parents’ complaints
on the Jones thing. but it wasn't unti]
a congressman gol shot that there
was any kind of major investigation.

“The bureau s reluctant to inves-
tigate groups like {Ris” We got
burned so bad with the SDS and the
Black Panthers that we jusi don’t do
this kind of thing any more,” he

S8YS.

Police officers say there is little
they can do to help parents who
claim DeGraal brainwashed Lheir

—sons gnd daughters. The Coastitu-

tion guarantees freedom of religion;
See The Group, Page 2A.

put together the Washington effort
after learning about [he amend-
ment while he was in Michigan last

IAE O DIRHE! TUULBLIUL &3 o upssans

See Target, Page 2A
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Press Drawng by CHARLES ALBRIGH T

The map lilustrates some of the major stops in the sxodus of Tha
Group from 1972 to the present. At times, DeGraaf's organization
was opersting Amway distribuloTENIpE In 38 many =¥ four cities
simuitaneousty, The group also once owned tarms in Salado end
Red Oak, Texss. Most recently, the movement's sctivities have
sentared Iin the Southwest, particularly Eagle Nest, N.M., where the
group operates a ski lodge.
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if the children are over 18 and not
In physical danger, the law cannol
torce them (o leave Lhe group.
Jack Malaney, 8 beely New Mexi-
¢o siate trooper, s typleal of an offi-
cer who Is sympathetlc ta the par-
ents’ problems but still has te tell
them, “I'm sorry, there's pothing 1

Mplaney's post s near Eagle
Nest, NM., and The Group's ski
indge. He says he occasionally re-
celves phone calls from distraught
parents who want him to visit the
lndge And look for a lost son or
daughter

“But there’s rmll:,tmnl;h‘lu,g | can
do.” the big man shrugs. “These
kids are of the age they can do what
they want. ['ve neéver gotten any
complaints about the place from
residents around here. They're a lit-
tle cold shoulderish, nof very oulgo-
ifg. but that's not agalnst the law.™

Some officers, however, have
been convinced that DeGraal and
the group are involved in enough

" questionable activities 1o warrant

police Investigations. A few have
even risked reprimands from their
superiors by continuing to lovestl-
gate the group afler it had moved
out of their jurisdiction.

One New Mexico officer explains
why he went out on A limb [o ook
into the group oo bis ewn by s2ying
that DeGraal reminds him of the
Charles Manson described in the
Book “Helter Skelter

r____'_———

“To me, this Is the same thing"
he says. “He (DeGraafl) scares me.
He's messing with le's minds.”

Since lﬂ?g. a handful of officers
in at least five states has shared in-
formation about the group in hopes
that pooling resources would pro-
duce conclusive evidence of wrong-
doing,

In trylag to keep track of The
Group its many meves
across the country, police and feder-
al lavestigators have been siymled

by & web of post office boX BUMBETY
“in Taf-tung tities and & string of ti-

ties adepted 1o satisly rules
governlfg non-profit erganirations.
Invesiigators. soon discovered a
pattern lo The Group's activities:
Once the members of the group be-
came aware of an investigation, the
movement soon pushed on to an-
other, sometimes secrel, location.
The maost trouble The Group ever
encountered from police probably
pccurred in Texas, where s number

erly with local authorities to solicit
for “charity” in public places

The 18 to 20 members "wel
comed us with open arms,” West-
phal says. “They said they made
nfoney selling goal milk and
through contributions. There was
one bullding on the farm that stored
just codies of Amway products.”

Westphal says a member of The
Group would visit 8 Red Oak bank
once a week carrying 8 grocery
sack tull of small bills and coins —
money colleciéd TRFGTEN Tong Hours

-of soticiting donations in-parking

lots and shopping centers: “H
amounted to a couple of thousand
bucks a week,” he recalls.

In 1977, The Group, gelag by the
pame of Insight, reported to the Bet-
ter Business Bureau of Dallas that it
had raised H4L884 [0 Tour fundrais-
ing projects, Westphal sayw

Eventually, Westphal and offl-
cers from other jurisdictions be-
came concerned enough about De-

of members and DeGraaf I!ﬂ:ﬁcruf's organization that they

from 1975 untll earlier this year.
The Group operated a goal farm
near Red Oak, Texas, until 1878 and
then moved to & ranch |n nearby
Salado.

"We_ had gotten a lol of com-
laints about The Group and we
eard a lot of crazy stories.” recslls
Gary Westphal of the Mesquite
{Texas) Police Department “So we
just decided to go up lhere, knock
on the door and find out what was
happening.” N

Westpha! and officers from the
Graod Prairie Police Department
vigited the Red Oak goat farm on
the premise of checking whether or
nol the youths were registered prop-

ronvened a meeting thai drew re-
presentatives of about 30 law en-
forcemen! agencles.

*We had the Texas Rangers. the
FBI, college police because the
group was soliciting on l:uﬂer: cam-
puses. We had everybody,” West-
phal recalls.

The meeting did not produceé any
significant results. Except. The
Group soon moved (o another loca-
tion in Texas

In April, 1978, Margaret Hanus of
Albuguergue, N M, filed a 400,000
lawsuil ageinst DeGraaf and The
Group charging that it had caused
her mental anguish and physical
suffering

1 )

Hanus jolned a group of Grand
Rapids disciples in Toledo In 1872
and lollowed DeGraal for four
years

In her suit, Hanus charged that
The Group had “engaged In Activi-
ties lo insidiously and progressively
bralnwash™ her; had coerced mem-
bers to turn over thelr property and
earmings; and had acted “insldlous-
ly and progressively to destroy the
cognitive and independent will of
members to physically and mental-
Iy abuse, degrade, pun
and batter them in order lo obtain
rontrol over every facel of their
ljves.™

Hanus alse charged thal her ex-
perience caused her tm:a Ca
vere psychiatric illn uiring
several hospitalizations™ and that
her “need for medical and physi-
cians' care will continue indefinite-
Iy in the future.” She also claimed
thht some of the punishments in-
flicted in the group — such as jolis
with an eleciric ca prod —
caused her to suffer n damage
and epilepsy.

DeGraaf and four Grand Rapids
women — Linda Knight, Judy
Mulder, Sandy Johnson and Kathy
Radlmak — were ameng the defen-
dants pamed in the sull

A number of ‘Grand Rapids par-
ents and former disciples were
asked (o testify. Many boped that
finally someone had found a way to
“pet” DeGraafl.

Bul the case was dropped this fall
after both parties agreed (o an out-
of<court setllement. Attorneys [or
both Hanus and The Group refused

See The Group, Page 4A
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;ﬂ-l.':t_l !Iﬂbﬂ-n.n;:l $3.000 a month ThePress h
during his years as an Amway dis- received tho
tributor. “And that's on the gener-  way officiak

The Group

from 2ZA

to release any details of the settle.
ment

However, a secretary in Colfax
County Court, where the Case Was
sefiled, read a Fress reporier a
copy of the settlement. The agree-
ment stated that The Group would
pay Hanus $20.000 by Oct 31, the

sald.

SECTelary

DeGraaf hasn't been oblivious to
all of the unsuccessful attempts (o
prosecute him Former members of
The Group say he has been ex-
tremely paranoid of the law ever
since his first sncounter with Stesje
In Grand Rapids. _

Stesle caught two members of
Tue Group trying to wiretap the
phone of Richard Page, s minister

of mum-p,_qﬁ Church of Jesus
Christ of Latier Day Saints here. He

was pushing lo kave DeGraal re-
moved from he church.

Steele, like other policemen who
looked [nto The Group In later
years, became intrigued by De-
Graaf and the control he had over

young followers. Steele says he
was iold by his superiors in the
Grand Rapids Police Department
tp work on the case because
of the group's questionable ac-
were occurting outside of
Hmits, but e continued to look
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Mext: How parests of DeGraaf dis-
ciples have coped with the disap-
pearance of children.
e
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Cult Members Sold A
As Though It Meant '

If Rev. Sun Myung Moon had  ousside”™ he says “I don't think he
been born in Grand Rapids instend — made a fortune from the company.”
of Korea, his followers might have But that estimate represents only
become known for selling Amway  DeGraals leglitimate percestage as
products Instead of for peddling @ distributer. Most of the former
Moweérs, o 5 r " 5

When Donald DeGraal was .foroed afl of their Amway earnings

) aver to DeGraaf.
searching for a way for hisdisciples " ool of rarmer gisciples.

o raise money, d t
fo raise money. all he had fo do Was  cy1d they and the distributors under
DeGraal worked in his fathers (Dem often sold as much as $1.000

company, Ada Ma i worth of Amway products per
in th?m'{t ‘608 and ;}?\flgiﬂ%r‘ﬁn monih. In that case, with dozens of

his desk. he could look across M-21  GIStributors turning over their earn-
and watch Amway grow Into a ings (o him, DeGraal may have
sprawling financial empire. been earning closer to $10.000 a

So It isnl surprising that in the maonth during the movement's peak

fall of 1971 DeGraaf announced to  S¢lling years.
his teen-aged followers'in Grand One young Grand Rapids man,

who left the movement in 1876, told
Rﬁ;?‘l:s&mm Goam;nn_ted s gl The Press the distributors in the De-

From late 1971 until Amway fer. Graaf organization were selling
minated his distributorship in 1877, §75.000 worth of products per
DeGraar's religious movement sold ~ monib al one point and DeGraal
thousands of dollars worth of Am. "AS making a profit of about
way products. Corporate letters and  ¥13.000 per month
memos obtained by The Press indl- _ From ihe beginning of his in-
cate Amway officials had knowl- volvernent with Amway, DeGraal
edge of the group's cultdike activi- viglated a number of tenets in the
ties as early as 1973, But company company's code of ethics. Dwe-
officials say they did not have Graals written sales instructions (o
enough evidence 1o terminate De. D15 followers violated the code by
Graafs distributorship until four SE'LinE sales quolas, teiling mem-
years later. bers o sell door-to-door rather than

Amway's bad experience with De- by using the Amway marketing plan
Graaf's organization did prompt the 20d by encouraging his disciples to
eompany to change its policy allow.  US® fraudulent selling techniques.

Ing religious groups to raise funds by Amway officials and former
Jtln;lﬂ-;lﬂlil}' producta members have copies of a sel of

DeGraaf's young followers in  Instructions DeGraaf distributed
Grand Rapids — many of them enttled “Retail Day Success” in
cheerleaders and student council Which be lald down these rules:

members from middleclass homes “Each disciple must sell $250 per
— believed him when he said they —month.”
had to raise as much money as pos- “Two nights per week must be

sible to survive the “last days” used for retail selling only. The
When DeGraaf directed them to be-  night begins at 6:30 p.m, either call-
come Amway distributors, they ap-  Ing on or visiting customers and
parently sold the company's pro-  €nds no earlier than 930 p.m.”
ducts as |f their salvation depended In ene section of the instructions,
on 1t : S “Suggestion for door (6 deor selling,~
Many former members cofmtend DeGraal gave these tips for making
that DeGraaf's organization was asale: A line you can use when they
transformed from a “Christcen- come to the door Is 'HL I'm (name)
tered youth group” into an instru- aod there are youth all ever (elty
ment to make DeGraaf rich as soon ll-m]:l;nd -;’u l.?m” coatest. Wiil
as.the members begap se Am- Yyou me please™ Look at the per-
way products. lilng —UseH Pleadingly with a lisu:nup:e-
The young followers started Mire
spending less time recruiting new Amway obtalned a copy of these
disciples and more time recruiting Instructions in 1873 and Halliday
_ new Amway customers. "Ministry is  sent DeGraaf a lefter warning him
. impaortant, but Amway is No. 1,” De-  that he was in violation of the code
Graaf began telling his followers. of ethics and that the company was
Mickey Gulley, who helped found  “strongly inclined lo lerminate your
The Group with DeGraaf and who is  direct distributorship.”
now a banker in Dallas, Texas, sald DeGraaf replied immediately
he left the movement during the with aletter to Halliday in which he
mid-1970s because “I didn't feel the wrote that he was “shocked and
love and rapport that was there at alarmed” to learn he might lose his
the ing. It was all business.”  distributorship. He denied author-
Al the peak of his Amway suc- ing “Retail Day Success” and sald
cess, DeGraaf had 311 distributors  “my first knowledge of these writ-
 registered under him. A list of those  lén plans was when you sent them Lo
distributors, compiled by Amway, me.”
shows about 75 of them were “discl- DeGraaf also enclosed two letters
ples” while the rest appeared to be that he said were sent to all group
ordinary people who were iniro- leaders, telling them that there
duced to Amway by group members  Were no sales quolas or time quotas
and probably had little knowledge &nd that “the money made from
of the group's culi-like activities, your Amway income belongs to you,
William Halliday Jr., Amway's 1o use however you choose to do so
chief of corporate services, estl- of your own free will.”
mates that DeGraaf earned be- Former DeGraa! disciples told
tween $2,000 and $3,000 a month The Press, however, that they never
during his years as an Amway dis- received those leiters, although Am-
tribuior. “And that's on the gener- way officials say they checked and

members interviewed sald they
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William Haiilday Jr., Amway's
chiel of corporate services, de-
fends earty decisions to let De-
Graaf keap his distributorship.

were convinced DeGraaf made
good on that promise.

In January of 1874 Halliday cir-
culated & memo to [op Amway ex-
ecutives stating that he had decided
not to terminate DeGraafs distribu-
torship

He said DeGraal had called him
from Florida and promised to “de-
activate” the group In the Grand
Rapids ares. 1o “exercise his good
offices to encourage the people as
socialed with him to re-establish
their relationships with their par-
ents,” and 1o maintain regular tele-
phone communication with Halli-
day.

But Amway continued to receive
disturbing reports about The
Group's activities.

Only s few months after DeGraal
promised Halllday that he would “he
a good Amway distributer,” the com-
pany learped that the Arkansas &i-
torney generzl was Investigating
complaints that DeGraafs lollowers
wore white coats and posed as com-
munity health weorkers while selling
Amway vitamins

Today. Halliday defends thaf de-
cision to continue DeGraafls distri-
butorship

“Some parents would say ‘Why
don't you do something? and I'd
say, 'Stop and think 8 minute. Al the
present time we can keep track of
him: tf we terminate him, be'll go
back to selling combs and we'll lose
him forever, " expiains Halliday,
who says his own daughter was

briefly a member of The Group in .

its early days

Halliday notes that Amway volun-
tarily assisted law enforcement
agencies in several states that were
investigating DeGraaf. In the early
1870, the company even offered to
split the cost of planting an infor-
mant tn The Group with the Orian-
do (Fla.) police department.

Al one time, police authorities in
Baton Rouge, La., asked Amway o
retain DeGraafs distributorship so
the department would have maore
time 1o investigate his activities in
that state.

One of DeGraals most persistent
antagonists over the years was Am-
way's chief of security, James Hine-
shutier. Although DeGraaf hasn't
been an Amway distributor for
three years, Hineshutier, a stocky,
white-naired former sheriff's depu-

ty., would still like to see the law
catch up with him.

“I'd like to nall him." Hiaeshutter
says In his office at Amway's Ada
headquarters. "Bul I'm in private

security. There are certain Hmar

tions with that
“] don't have the contacts or the

he-g; authority [ once had. But I

o stir the pol &5 MUcH a8 1
could ... we just couldnt get him on
anything DeGraaf was always just
on the fringes.”

Hiaeshutter Is something of an
expert on DeGraafs organization
and the effect it has on young peo-
ple. He Interviewed dezens of for-
mer disciples and their paren
while trying to bulld a,case for ter-
mination of DeGraaf's distributor-

ship.
ﬁomnﬂll!heinmhn
was separating the facts from the
rumers, he says. “You don't kmow
tiction be-

&

cause
state of mind is, even afier they've
left (the group)”™ Hiseshutter ex-
plains. “There’s an element of braln-
washing in all of thisn.®

From 1873 until 1977, Hiaeshut-
ter repeatedly urged Amway execu-
tives to kick DeGraaf out of the bus-
iness. But, he explains, “They are
the tawyers. I'm just s police officer

Bul some parents of %
lowers are not as phil
Edna Buckley of Boston, Mass,, is
one parent who says Amway was
callous in its dealings with her.

Despite Halliday's clalm that the
company helped parents keep track
of their children, Buckley says she
received no assistance when she
wrote to Amway in 1976 trying to
find her daughter. Ginny Buckley,
whao stll follows DeGraafl, joined
the movement and became an Am-
way distributor in Florida [n 1872,

Mrs. Buckley says that while Am-
Wiy may have been an unwitting
victim of DeGraaf, the company
made money off his disciples and
therefore should help Iree those
young people from the organization.

“1 feel Amwny had & social re.
sponsibility to help the parents”™
she says,

Halliday and other Amway ex-
ecutives contend that Ginny and
other young people would have
joined the group whether or not the
“members ever sold Amway.

Halliday says Amway tursed
down requests such as the Buc
becspse “1 did not think it weuld be
E-prr lor the company e become

volved In o matter that essentially
Invelved relationships between par-
ents and thelr childrea.™

Since the rumsin with DeGraaf,
Amway executives have taken steps
to iosure that the company isa’l
“victimized” by another self-atyled
cult-ieader, They have stopped the
practice of allowing religlous
groups to go doordo-door selling
certain Amway ucts.

“We used to let them sell small §1
or 52 items,” says Halliday. “But we
found that people were buying them
more oul of sympathy for the cause
than for the actual product and that
didn't lend itself to future, repeat
sales "
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This picture of Donald DeGraaf was taken in Florida some
time In the sarly 1870s by a former member of his group.

All Roads to DeGraaf
Lead to Dead Ends

Donald DeGraaf is a man who doesn't want to be found.

Since mid-August, The Press has attempied (o locate the mys-
terious man whose religious movement founded here 12 years
ago still drives a wedge between parents and (heir children who
left Grand Rapids to follow Donald R. DeGraaf.

Interviews with law enforcement ncles across the country
yielded nuggets of information about DeGraafs past, but no clue
to his present residence.

Under the Freedom of Information Act, The ¥ress applied to
the Federal Bureau of Investigation for any information on pest
or present investigations of DeGraaf or his movement. That re-
quest was denied on the grounds that the bureau was pledged (o
protect the privacy of individuals.

Press reporters alse traced regisiratios mwmbers of awie-
meblles and anes that were emce te DeGraal
They talked to his relstives, sid friends, Ris pareats in hepes
they would encourage DeGraal 1o cobilact The Press.

Al the request of The Press. a cult expert who monitors activi-
ties of many small religious groups in the Rocky Mountain region
was able 10 spot members of DeGraaf's movement panhandling
lor donations in Bouider. Cola.

The Press also sen! reporters to the group's ski lodge in Eagle
Nest, N.M., and to Las Vegas, Nev. — two piaces DeGraal repori-
edly visits — in hopes of meeting the man face to face.

But DeGreaf, who has lived apart from most of his disciples

- since he launched his exodus from Grand Rapids in 1972, could

nol be found.

The Press called the ski lodge two weeks ago and asked mem-
ber Barb Porter 1o give 2 message to DeGraaf. Porter, a former
East Grand Rapids High School cheerieader, said she knew how
to contact DeGraal and promised she would tell him The Press
mmd o interview him. “But | caa't promise anything ™ Porter
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